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The Setting 
The Cherry Creek Watershed extends 50 miles to the 
southeast from its junction with the South Platte River in 
downtown Denver.  Douglas County, in the center of the 
watershed, was the Nation’s fastest growing county in the 
90’s.  Cherry Creek State Park is the State’s most used 
state park, but the surrounding and upstream areas have 
very rapidly urbanized.  Cherry Creek Reservoir is the 
Park focal point with fishing, boating, and swimming uses. 
Water quality in the reservoir has been seriously  
degraded from nutrient and sediment impacts due to 
population growth.  Portions of the creek’s wildlife habitat 
in Denver have been seriously degraded, with additional 
concerns in Arapahoe and Douglas Counties due to future 
growth.  There has been a recent positive turn around in 
cooperation and resources dedicated to watershed  
protection.  
 

Recent Highlights and Activities 
• EPA  had lead role in assisting local stakeholders to create Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners. 
  
• Partners has received active participation from 

all three Denver Metro counties, and many oth-
ers, with a rapidly expanding  basin-wide coordi-
nation and education role. In 2003, a memoran-
dum of  understanding was signed  by the three 
counties and several cities. The “MOU” outlines 
a commitment to cooperate to protect the 
Cherry Creek Watershed. 

 
• Partners will  sponsor it’s fifth Cherry Creek 

conference in the fall of 2003. Conferences   
      attract approximately 150 Basin Stakeholders. 
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For more information about EPA Region’s activities in the Cherry Creek Basin, 
please contact Marc Alston  at 303-312-6356 or email at alston.marc@epa.gov 
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(Recent highlights continued) 
 
• The Smart Growth for Clean Water Project began as a National pilot effort to demonstrate 

how land conservation and other smart growth approaches can improve water quality. The 
“Smart Growth” Project has evolved to be  a focal point for many of the Partners activities. 
This has included 

           * working closely with Trust for Public Land on the Cherry Creek Basin Open Space 
              Conservation Stewardship Plan; 
           * tours for local planning staffs and developers of smart growth BMPs and open space  
              projects 
           * the Cherry Creek Intergovernmental MOU; 
           * championing a “Phosphorous facilitator” to educate planners and developers on water 
              quality friendly BMPs 
• The Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality Authority is the lead for water quality in the Upper 

Basin.  They are charged with meeting (phosphorous driven) nutrient water quality standards 
in  Cherry Creek Reservoir.  A phased TMDL was established in 2001. Recent activities in-
clude: 

           * 2003 Watershed Plan incorporating stakeholder involvement, need for cooperation,  
              water quality monitoring, a trading program, an advanced BMP and restoration plan, 
             and financing needs into an approach to meet standards; 
           * contracting with a phosphorous facilitator as described above; 
           * supporting the Partners to pursue education and smart growth needs. 
 
 
 
EPA Region 8’s Ongoing Efforts 
 
• Continued leadership on Cherry Creek 

Stewardship Partners;   financial  
      support to Partners and Conference.  
      Participation in Basin Authority 
      Technical Advisory Committee. 
 
 
 

Castlewood Canyon in the Upper Cherry Creek Basin 


